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Diagnosis and Initial Treatment of Ischemic Stroke
Screening (Ambulatory) Algorithm

Symptoms consistent
with new ischemic

stroke,
TIA or unsure?

3

4
Refer to Emergency Department

(ED) or physician's office as
appropriate for other conditions
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A = Annotation
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1
Initial contact with patient

with complaint of
neurological symptoms A

1
Initial contact with patient with
complaint of neurological symptoms
Primary care physician
Emergency Medical Service
RN - phone referral
Non-medical evaluation (triage, etc.)

2

Immediate screening for
ischemic stroke

A

Symptoms present
now?

5

A

Possible TIA - 
symptoms within

2 hrs?

9

A

8
Call 911 and transport to ED

See ED (Treatment) algorithm

Possible ischemic
stroke - symptoms

onset within 24 hours?

6

A

7
Ischemic stroke symptoms

present for > 24 hours
• Symptoms mild and stable

A

11
Transport to ED by 911 or

other means
See ED (Treatment) 

algorithm A

TIA symptoms
> 2 hrs ago, but
within last 48 

hours?

10

A

TIA symptoms
> 48 hrs ago, but

within last 
2 weeks?

12

A

High risk for
immediate future

events?

14

A

15
Clinic appointment

within 72 hrs
A

13
Clinic appointment within 1 
week of symptoms occurring

> 2 weeks ago A
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